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SUBJECT: MEETING OF CONSUMER POLICY COMMITTEE WORKING 
PARTY 5 ON UNDESIRABLE MARKETING PRACTICES, JAN. 9-10 

1 . WP5 OF CONSUMER POLICY MET AT OECD JANUARY 9-10, 

1978 FOR TWO FULL DAYS. BERQUIST OF SWEDEN CONTINUED 

AS CHAIRMAN. FRANCE, GERMANY AND AUSTRIA FAILED TO SEND 
DELEGATIONS. GREECE JOINED THE WP FOR THE FIRST TIME. 

SECRETARIAT CHIEF GILMER WAS HOSPITALIZED BUT IS EX- 
PECTED TO RECOVER IN A MONTH. HIS ASSISTANT (LINKE) 

CARRIED ON. 

2. THE DRAFT REPORT ON MAIL ORDER AND OTHER DISTANT 
SELLING METHODS WAS REVISED. APPROVED AND WILL BE 
DISTRIBUTED TO THE FULL COMMITTEE FOR APPROVAL AT ITS 
MEETING IN THE SUMMER OF 1978. 

3. THE GLOSSARY OF MARKETING PRACTICES TERMS PREPARED 
BY U.S. DEL IN 1976 AND REVISED IN 1977 IN LIGHT OF 
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COMMENTS OF OTHER COUNTRIES WAS DISCUSSED. THE WP WAS 
DIVIDED AS TO WHETHER THE GLOSSARY SHOULD BE PUBLISHED. 

U.S., NORWAY.JAPAN AND GREECE FAVORED PUBLICATION. 

U.K., BELGIUM AND SWEDEN VOICED OPPOSITION. IN ABSENCE 
OF CONSENSUS, U.S. DEL SUGGESTED THAT FURTHER REVISIONS 
COULD BE MADE. U.S. DEL ADDED THAT SINCE GLOSSARY HAD 
ALREADY SHOWN THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN SOME MEMBER 
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COUNTRIES ON THE MEANING OF CRITICAL TERMS, AT A 
MINIMUM, CONTINUED WORK WILL AID IN INTERNATIONAL UNDER- 
STANDING IN CONSUMER PROTECTION MATTERS. WP ACCEPTED 
THIS SUGGESTION. A NEW REVISION OF THE GLOSSARY WILL 
BE PREPARED FOR DISTRIBUTION BY THE NEXT MEETING. 

4. THE WP DECIDED TO STUDY BARGAIN OFFER CLAIMS AS ITS 
NEW TOPIC. AT SUGGESTION OF U.S. DEL, THE SCOPE OF THE 
TOPIC WAS KEPT RELATIVELY BROAD FOR THE TIME BEING, 
EXCLUDING ONLY FALSE PRICING, I.E., PRICES SET WITH NO 
INTENTION OF THEIR BEING HONORED. A QUESTIONNAIRE IS 
TO BE DRAFTED BY THE SECRETARIAT FOR CIRCULATION IN 
EARLY 1978. 

5. THE NEXT MEETING IS TO BE HELD ON THE TWO DAYS 
AFTER THE NEXT PLENARY COMMITTEE MEETING, TENTATIVELY 
SCHEDULED FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 3, 1978. THE WP UNANI- 
MOUSLY EXPRESSED ITS APPRECIATION FOR THE WORK OF LINKE 
OF THE SECRETARIAT, PARTICULARLY SINCE HE WAS FORCED 
TO CARRY ON WITHOUT GILMER. 

SAT .7, MAN 
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